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	The registration of key family events, namely marriage, birth, and divorce, plays a fundamental role in providing legal certainty and protection for family members, particularly women and children. This community service program (Pengabdian Kepada Masyarakat / PKM) was implemented in Ciruas Subdistrict, Serang Regency, in response to the low level of legal literacy among beneficiaries of the Program Keluarga Harapan (PKH). The program aimed to enhance public understanding of the urgency of registering family legal events as the basis for safeguarding civil rights. Methods employed included legal outreach (community legal education), group discussions, and case simulations. The program’s outcomes indicate improved participant comprehension of the legal foundations for event registration and of the legal consequences that follow when registration is neglected. This article discusses the urgency of registering family events in light of statutory provisions and academic literature, and links those legal frameworks to the empirical findings of the PKM. In conclusion, the registration of family legal events constitutes a primary instrument for protecting family legal rights, especially for vulnerable population groups.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The registration of significant family events constitutes a cornerstone of the Indonesian civil law system, since official instruments such as marriage certificates, birth certificates, and divorce decrees determine an individual’s legal status within society. For vulnerable groups, such as beneficiaries of the Program Keluarga Harapan (PKH), inability to access registration services generates substantial legal and social vulnerability. The PKM proposal underpinning this program identified that a majority of PKH beneficiaries in Ciruas Subdistrict lack adequate understanding of the legal evidentiary value associated with marriage, birth, and divorce registration.
Prior scholarship demonstrates that unregistered marriages can substantially weaken the legal position of women and children, given the lack of formal proof necessary to claim civil entitlements such as maintenance, inheritance, and custody (Sukiati & Bancin, 2020). Moreover, children who lack birth certificates face barriers in accessing education, social protection programs, and formal legal recognition of identity (Aziz, 2018). Similarly, divorces that are not judicially determined create legal uncertainty regarding children’s status and the division of matrimonial property (Amajihono, 2018).
In light of these complexities, the PKM subtheme “The Importance of Recording Marriages, Births, and Divorces for the Legal Protection of Families” was developed to provide accessible, contextually relevant legal education to PKH beneficiaries. This article analyzes the urgency of family-event registration from the perspective of national law and examines the outcomes of the PKM implementation.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
This PKM project employed a community legal-education approach grounded in legal literacy and participatory engagement. The principal methods comprised:
1. Legal lectures: delivered to provide foundational understanding of the legal framework governing registration of family events.
2. Group discussions (FGDs): organized to elicit community experiences and to identify practical obstacles to registration.
3. Case studies and simulations: focusing on issues such as unregistered (siri) marriages, issuance of birth certificates for children born out of unregistered unions, and divorce procedures.
Methodologically, the article’s analysis adopts a doctrinal (yuridis normatif) approach, examining relevant legislation, Constitutional Court decisions, and pertinent prior studies.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Legal Literacy Conditions of PKH Beneficiaries in Ciruas Subdistrict
The implementation of the PKM program indicated that the majority of participants demonstrated a low level of legal literacy, particularly regarding the registration of essential family events such as marriage, birth, and divorce. This condition is consistent with the findings outlined in the PKM proposal, which emphasized that most PKH beneficiaries lack an adequate understanding of their legal standing in various aspects of civil law, including family agreements, marital status, and the legal identity of children. The limited legal literacy of the community renders them vulnerable to both social and economic disadvantages.
During the group discussions conducted throughout the PKM activities, several recurring issues emerged, namely:
1) Unregistered marriages (nikah siri), which are considered commonplace and not perceived as problematic until marital conflicts arise;
2) Births of children without birth certificates, particularly those born from unregistered marriages;
3) Unregistered divorces, which are often carried out through customary practices or family agreements without court involvement.
These findings demonstrate that issues related to family administrative procedures are not merely technical in nature, but directly relate to the protection of fundamental rights of women and children.

3.2. The Urgency of Marriage Registration in the Context of Legal Protection
a. Legal Basis and Normative Implications
Article 2 of Law No. 1 of 1974 mandates that marriage registration is a prerequisite for administrative legality. This requirement is reinforced by the Kompilasi Hukum Islam (KHI), which stipulates that unregistered marriages possess no legal force under state law. Numerous studies have underscored that the absence of registration creates significant legal uncertainty, particularly for wives and children.
[bookmark: _deas8wch7q5b]Women in unregistered marriages are placed in a disadvantaged position because they cannot file claims related to maintenance, marital property, or other civil entitlements, thereby depriving them of fundamental legal protections they are entitled to receive (Sukiati & Bancin, 2020). This situation is exacerbated by the fact that children born from such marriages are often considered out-of-wedlock children under state law.
b. PKM Findings on Nikah Siri
During discussions with PKM participants, several contributing factors were identified:
1) Nikah siri is practiced due to a lack of understanding of administrative requirements, inability to fulfill those requirements, pregnancies outside marriage, or lack of awareness regarding the legal obligation to register marriages;
2) The adverse impacts of nikah siri are often realized only once family conflicts arise, particularly when a wife is abandoned or when attempting to obtain a birth certificate for a child.
This indicates that limited legal knowledge increases the vulnerability of women within marital relationships.
3.3. Birth Registration as a Fundamental Right and an Instrument of Child Protection
a. Legal identity as a prerequisite for accessing children’s rights
A birth certificate constitutes a child’s legal identity as recognized by the state. Birth registration is a fundamental right of the child, as an individual’s legal existence is acknowledged only once their birth has been officially recorded (Aziz, 2018). Without a birth certificate, a child is at risk of losing access to:
· formal education,
· social security benefits (such as BPJS Health or PKH),
· legal protection,
· certainty of citizenship status.
Research findings indicate that a birth certificate also determines the civil legal relationship between a child and their parents, including inheritance rights and the recognition of children born out of wedlock in accordance with Constitutional Court Decision No. 46/PUU-VII/2010 (Isnaini et al., 2021).
b. Field realities concerning birth certificates
Within the PKM activities, several major obstacles were identified in the process of obtaining birth certificates:
1) The parents’ marriage is not registered, resulting in the absence of the supporting documents required.
2) A lack of awareness and understanding that a birth certificate is a highly essential document.
3) Administrative misconceptions, such as the belief that a birth certificate can only be issued after the parents have formally registered their marriage.
This reinforces the finding that the low coverage of birth certificates is caused by limited public awareness and various administrative barriers, such as costs, delays, and additional requirements in the form of court determinations for certain cases. (Mubarok, 2016).
3.4. Divorce Registration as a Requirement for Legal Certainty After the Dissolution of Marriage
a. Legal consequences of an unregistered divorce
According to Article 39 of Law No. 1 of 1974, a divorce is valid only if it is granted through a court decision. A divorce that is not officially registered results in legal uncertainty regarding the status of joint marital property, child custody, and the rights of women to claim post-divorce maintenance (Amajihono, 2018).
In practice, some discussion participants had undergone “cerai adat” or separated informally without any legal process. As a result:
1) Former wives are often unable to claim their economic rights after the divorce.
2) Men may remarry without obtaining an official divorce certificate, thereby creating the potential for unlawful bigamous marriages.
b. Field findings
In the FGDs conducted with PKM participants, several cases were identified:
1) Women were unable to process social assistance applications because their family status in the Family Card (Kartu Keluarga) could not be updated without an official divorce certificate.
2) Disputes over joint marital property could not be resolved due to the absence of official proof that the marriage had legally ended.
3.5. Legal Protection for Women and Children from a Social Justice Perspective
Various studies show that the registration of family events serves as a state mechanism for protecting women and children. In unregistered marriages, women occupy a disadvantaged social, economic, and legal position (Sukiati & Bancin, 2020). Children born from unregistered marriages also have civil legal relations only with their mothers (Pratiwi, 2022), unless the father provides formal acknowledgment.
The PKM found that this issue is highly relevant to PKH beneficiary communities, as most women lack the knowledge or access necessary to assert their rights. Through legal outreach, participants came to understand that registration is not merely an administrative formality, but a legal protection mechanism that affects all aspects of family life.
3.6. Practical Implications of Legal Education through the PKM Program
The PKM activities demonstrated that an interactive legal education approach is effective in enhancing the community’s basic legal understanding. Participants showed increased knowledge regarding:
· the procedures for registering marriages, births, and divorces,
· the required supporting documents,
· available public legal and administrative services.
· access to public services such as the Civil Registry Office (Disdukcapil), the Office of Religious Affairs (KUA), and legal aid services.
Its long-term impact is the enhancement of the community’s ability to make appropriate legal decisions and to prevent harmful practices such as unregistered marriages (nikah siri), child marriage, and informal divorces.

4. CONCLUSION
The registration of key family events is a vital instrument for ensuring the continuity of legal protection for families, particularly women and children. The PKM activities conducted in Ciruas Subdistrict demonstrate that legal literacy concerning civil registration remains low and requires educational intervention. The state bears the obligation to ensure accessible procedures for registering family events as part of its duty to protect citizens’ fundamental rights. Moving forward, stronger synergy between local governments, village authorities, and legal education institutions is needed to reinforce a culture of orderly and accurate family civil administration.
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