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In the era of 21st century learning, studying a language is no longer just about
mastering grammar and vocabulary. Language education is now expected to foster
essential skills such as critical thinking, effective communication, collaboration, and
creativity collectively known as the 4C. This study aims to explore how these 4C
values are reflected in the Arabic texts found in Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah, a textbook used
in the Arabic Language Education Program at the University of Darussalam Gontor.
Using a descriptive qualitative approach and content analysis technique, this research
found that all four 21st century skills are indeed present in the analyzed texts. Critical
thinking is evident in narratives containing moral dilemmas that encourage readers to
draw conclusions; communication appears through the storyline collaboration is
reflected in values such as discussion and teamwork and creativity is found in the
engaging and varied narrative style. In short, this book is not merely a textbook for
learning Arabic, but also a medium that helps students develop essential life skills
needed in today’s world.

Introduction

The rapid advancement of digital technology has profoundly transformed various aspects
of human life, including the field of education. In the digital era, the integration of information
and communication technology (ICT) has become an essential component in supporting
effective and contemporary learning processes (Budiarto et al., 2024). Serrano et al. (2019) and
Zhao et al. (2024) emphasized that incorporating technology into education enhances access to
information, diversifies learning resources, and fosters active student engagement. At the same
time, multicultural education plays a pivotal role in shaping a generation capable of coexisting
peacefully within a culturally diverse society (Devaki et al., 2025; Jajat, 2025). In the
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Indonesian context where cultural heterogeneity is deeply embedded instilling values of
tolerance and respect for cultural differences from an early age is imperative.

Education in the modern era requires competencies that extend beyond mere academic
proficiency. Educational systems are expected to equip students with the ability to
communicate effectively, adapt to change, and collaborate in addressing global challenges such
as digital transformation, the globalization of values, and rapid social change. In this context,
UNESCO and the World Economic Forum emphasize the importance of 21st-century skills,
which are commonly structured around four core pillars: Critical Thinking, Communication,
Collaboration, and Creativity widely known as the 4Cs. These skills are not only essential for
the modern workforce but are also highly relevant to language learning, including Arabic
language education.(Tareh Aziz et al., n.d.)

Universitas Darussalam Gontor is an Islamic higher education institution that integrates
Islamic values with modern scientific knowledge through a holistic educational approach.
Within its curriculum, mastery of the Arabic language constitutes a fundamental component,
particularly in the Department of Arabic Language Education. One of the main instructional
resources used in Arabic language learning at this institution is Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah. This
textbook functions as a primary learning material aimed at enhancing students’ reading skills
and textual comprehension, while simultaneously instilling moral and ethical values in their
daily lives.

Nevertheless, a critical question emerges: to what extent does Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah
incorporate the principles of 21st-century skills, specifically the 4Cs such as Critical Thinking,
Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity? In the context of language learning, can Arabic
reading texts serve as a medium for fostering critical, creative, and collaborative thinking?
Reading materials are no longer viewed merely as tools for vocabulary acquisition and
grammatical instruction, but also as instruments for developing critical awareness and
dialogical engagement.

Previous studies support this shift. Munif Chatib (2020) found that students' critical and
creative thinking skills could be sharpened through narrative readings rich in dialogue and
reflective values. A study by Al-Batsh (2021) showed that contextual qira’ah texts could
enhance students’ ability to collaborate during group discussions and presentations.
Furthermore, Zainuddin (2022), in his study on Arabic language textbooks in teacher training
institutions, concluded that while not all textbooks explicitly include 4C values, some elements
are implicitly present.(Rahman, 2023)

To date, no academic research has specifically analyzed the representation of the 4C
framework in the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook used at Universitas Darussalam Gontor. Yet,
this textbook is a core material in the Arabic Language Education curriculum and plays a vital
role in shaping students’ mindsets and skill development.

Based on this background, the aim of this study is to evaluate how extensively the values
of Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity are embedded and applied
in the Arabic texts of Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah at Universitas Darussalam Gontor. It is expected that
the results of this study will contribute to the development of more relevant, contextual, and
need-based Arabic language teaching materials in line with the demands of modern education.
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This study aims to describe the 4C elements in the Arabic texts of the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah book
used at UNIDA Gontor.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive qualitative approach aimed at describing and analyzing
how the 4C theory (Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity) is
represented in the Arabic texts found in the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah book used at Universitas
Darussalam Gontor. This approach is chosen because it allows the researcher to explore the
meanings embedded in the text more deeply, holistically, and contextually. In qualitative
research, the main focus is not on numerical data or statistics, but rather on the process of
interpretation and understanding of existing phenomena, in this case, related to the reading
content of Arabic teaching materials.(Yuliani, n.d.)

The descriptive qualitative approach is considered highly relevant in this research, as
its purpose is not only to collect data but also to interpret the values of 21st-century skills
contained within Arabic reading texts. By using this approach, the researcher can identify how
elements such as critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity appear or are
represented in the texts presented to students.(Amran et al., n.d.)

The data source in this study is derived from selected reading texts in the Qira’ah
‘Arabiyyah book, an official textbook used in the learning process at the Arabic Language
Education Study Program, Universitas Darussalam Gontor. This book offers a variety of text
types, which are structured based on students’ language proficiency and the educational
messages intended to be conveyed. Interestingly, the book does not merely present reading
exercises but also includes stories that contain moral values. This content diversity makes
Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah a very suitable material for analysis, particularly in relation to 21st-century
skills such as critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity.

In practice, the researcher does not analyze the entire book, but rather selects specific
texts deemed most relevant. These selected texts typically contain strong values and moral
conflicts that encourage readers to think more deeply. The aim is to explore the extent to which
the 4C skills are reflected in the content. By using these texts as the main research objects, this
study seeks to demonstrate that Qira’ah learning is not only useful for enhancing Arabic
language skills but also serves as a medium for developing students’ life competencies. The
expectation is that instructional materials such as Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah can be optimized as
contextual, relevant learning tools that meet contemporary educational needs.

The data collection technique used in this study is the documentation method, utilizing
written documents as the primary source of information. In this case, the document refers to
the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook officially used in the Arabic Language Education Study
Program at Universitas Darussalam Gontor. The researcher read the content of this book
thoroughly and carefully, then identified parts of the text considered to potentially represent
21st-century skills, particularly the 4C elements: Critical Thinking, Communication,
Collaboration, and Creativity.

Relevant quotations were recorded and categorized based on the respective skill
elements. This process was conducted systematically to ensure the accuracy of the collected
data and allow for in-depth analysis. Attention was given not only to the content of the texts
but also to the way in which the messages and values were presented.
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Finding and Discussion
The 4C Theory in the 21% Century Education Approach

The concept of the 4C’s, consisting of Critical Thinking, Communication,
Collaboration, and Creativity, is an educational approach that began gaining recognition around
the year 2000. This idea was developed by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)
in collaboration with the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) as part of
the learning standards expected to be achieved by students in school environments.(Ismail &
Ismail, 2018)

In 2002, both institutions released a document titled "Standards for the 21st-Century
Learner"”, which emphasized the importance of critical thinking skills, effective
communication, teamwork, and creativity development in the learning process.(Lee, 2009)
These standards aimed to improve the quality of education and equip students with relevant
skills to face the challenges of the digital age.

Since then, the 4C concept has spread and been applied across various educational
programs, including Arabic language education. Today, the 4C's serve as a primary reference
in education to enhance the quality of learning, prepare students for the future, and equip them
with the necessary competencies to compete in the digital era.(Realitawati et al., 2024)

Upon deeper examination, 2 I st-century education emphasizes a shift from conventional
or traditional learning systems toward more modern approaches. The goal is to ensure that
learners not only master knowledge but also possess the ability to learn independently, innovate
optimally, and effectively utilize technology as a means of information-seeking and developing
life skills essential for navigating today’s changing world.

Qira’ah Learning in Arabic Language Education

Qira’ah learning, or reading Arabic texts, is an essential component in the process of
learning the Arabic language. This activity is not limited to recognizing letters or understanding
word-by-word meanings. More than that, Qira’ah learning invites students to grasp the text's
meaning deeply, observe how a passage is structured, and comprehend the messages and values
conveyed within.(Hai & Harianto, n.d.)

In the 21st-century educational context, Qira’ah learning is expected to expand beyond
vocabulary and grammar mastery. It must also nurture critical thinking skills, effective
communication, collaboration, and creativity collectively known as the 4C's.(Trisnawati &
Sari, n.d.) This aligns with the new direction in education, which does not focus solely on
academic aspects, but also on life skills that can be sharpened through interaction with various
reading texts.(Khalilullah, 2011)

In the Arabic Language Education Program at Universitas Darussalam Gontor, the use
of the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook plays a strategic role in supporting learning aligned with
21st-century demands. Through analysis of the content within this book, it is evident that the
four 4C skills critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity can be trained in
practical ways. For example, some passages present moral conflicts that encourage readers to
reflect and draw their own conclusions, dialogues that feel dynamic and help train
communication skills, stories that emphasize teamwork between characters, and creative, non-
monotonous writing styles. Thus, Qira’ah learning is no longer just a practice of reading Arabic
texts, but also serves as a medium for instilling character values and essential life skills for
today’s students.(Erlina, 2017)
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In this section, the researcher will examine the findings of the analysis regarding the
21st-century skills known as the 4C’s (Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and
Creativity) as reflected in selected texts from the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook. The analysis is
conducted thematically using a content analysis approach, aiming to illustrate the extent to
which these values are present in Arabic readings used as core teaching materials in the Arabic
Language Education Study Program at Universitas Darussalam Gontor.

In this study, three primary texts were analyzed. These texts were deliberately selected
because their content and style of presentation are considered most relevant in representing the
4C skill elements. The first text discussed is titled " aSst) uﬁ Ay A A" or Moral
Education in Islam. This text was chosen because it contains numerous moral messages and
calls for reflection, which relate closely to critical thinking, clear value expression, cooperation
with others, and creative ways of delivering messages. Through close reading and analysis of
this text, the researcher aims to demonstrate that the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook is not merely
a tool for learning Arabic but also plays a crucial role in character formation and the cultivation
of essential 21st-century life skills.

The following section presents the analysis and representation of the 4C values found
within the Arabic texts of the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook.
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Representation of the 4C Values contained:

Table 1. Representation of the 4C Values contained

4C Elements Text Quotes
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Representation Analysis
This text encourages readers
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behavior based on the moral
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critical moral thinking.
Encourage  readers to
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of narrative communication.
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Demonstrating that
education and morality are
collective projects of the
nation, emphasizing the
importance of cooperation
to form a moral society.
Emphasizing the role of all
parties (family, teachers,
community) in character
education cooperation as the
foundation of advanced
civilization.



The delivery of moral values
is arranged in the form of a
rich and varied list, showing
sy pally Yl Variation of  the  creativity —of  the
Moral Values  narrative and the choice of

st ol Ol diction to inspire.
Creativity
This term indicates the
Formation of  process of forming a
Jeaall islo ways of creative ~ and  critical
thinking mentality to adapt to the
times.

Arabic Manuscript sy hdi 3 4,81 oo

Yl ot 3 iyl S

31 s lelall o Uigs Sl jslaill aey Rolg] 35 5,031 & B ] Syl s

ey Aol e Rz By 2] Lo Leally LN el

46'2.\15« He &Q\ Ol baler (dll dajy adle N Bl O dxg 3l ijh On W) (Goran b
Vol (Uadd G Vf\;f Sialy Lz ) M 18 BB5): Jus

pij sl Of ST 2e3): Al Al Jas ¢ g S el Lulf Lo i Jlg 55l OF @ SO 0T 30 el
Vrps (5 3558 S e ) 15 gt oL o

Ology OIUISIG (i Jlg Al Lo 2085 (Jalas sllae BMe on cluWlg LY 3D DY) el oS
Ojjg 9@@\} cv.@.n.wui}; agu.;-b “."““‘Q\ W} b.l.:.\...gj bf‘gﬂ &9 M\ e &KML@} ;LZJ.‘Y\ ?A.gj“u
B oEsn i paes 1S e Wly (Bl (3 slladlly Al e dad WL aslT

(253)0 dly Blome JB 1 o LS Ry Drseas 2513 AT e 8T (3 801 odn £ S0 0T 50 05

355 Vs u\wjﬂﬁum%j\ st 4 e 22l G s J,U\jj 56 *ﬁ\ \f””ﬁé)j}

£®

YEmYY W) (T 35 WS WER) & oy 18 6 JA0 pls WL aatg (SN WL o

!

80



o elaally Aol (3 i JAd) Blelg il AT LYY OB ) M) s o
A BUy ar OY) By g did O o LS eas b s 8Me ekt ol cogi 3L-Yly SUSI

Representation of the 4C Values contained:
Table 2. Representation of the 4C Values contained
4C Elements Text Quotes Theme Representation Analysis
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Representation of the 4C Values contained:

Table 3 Representation of the 4C Values contained

4C Elements Text Quotes Theme Representation Analysis
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There is a value of creativity
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Conclusion

Based on the analysis of three main texts from the Qira’ah ‘Arabiyyah textbook used
in the Arabic Language Education Program at Universitas Darussalam Gontor, it can be
concluded that the book profoundly incorporates and reflects the 21st-century skills known as
the 4C concept: Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity. Through a
thematic content analysis approach, the three texts demonstrate the presence of values such as
critical thinking skills shown through reflection on moral messages and evaluation of
educational methods; communication skills through the narration of values, dialogues, and
expressive language; collaboration represented by collective roles within educational
institutions; and creativity illustrated in the organization of ideas and narratives, both explicitly
and implicitly embedded in the learning materials.

This study proves that Qira’ah learning is not merely a medium for enhancing students’
Arabic language proficiency, but also a strategic tool for instilling essential life skills in the
modern era. The presence of 4C elements in these texts highlights the importance of thematic
and contextual approaches in developing Arabic teaching materials. Therefore, the Qira’ah
‘Arabiyyah textbook holds great potential to be continuously improved and adapted to meet the
demands of 21st-century education, thus producing graduates who are not only academically
competent but also excel in character, communication skills, collaboration spirit, and the ability
to think creatively and critically.
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